Celebrating 41 Years of Catholic Education at Emu Plains
MASS TIMES: Saturday Vigil 6.00pm, Sunday 8.00am and 9.30am. All welcome!
7th February 2020

Welcome back to learning in 2020 at Our Lady of the Way! We have hit the ground running and are
looking forward to a wonderful year ahead as a learning community.
Last Friday we launched our school year by ‘jumping’ into our learning on an inflatable obstacle course.
The teachers and children used this experience to build their relationships together and to be reminded
that when we do things together and support each other in our learning, through feedback and working
collaboratively, we can achieve great things. We also learned that it’s okay to be risk takers in our
learning, set goals and work for success. Most of all, we learnt that our learning can be fun when we
just dive on in.

2020 LEARNING GOAL FOR OUR LADY OF THE WAY
This year we are all working towards one learning goal which is:

To create an environment where students are assessment capable learners who
understand how they learn and continually know where they are, where they are
going and how they are going to get there.
Over the course of the year we will be communicating with our parents about what this goal means and
what learning looks like in our classrooms to enable our students to be active in their learning, to answer
the above questions and to be continual and reflective learners. In the coming weeks teachers will be
working with the children on establishing literacy, numeracy and learning goals. These will be shared
with their families in Week 6 - Catholic Schools Week. In this same week on Wednesday evening (4th
March @ 6:30pm) we will be holding a parent information night where we will look at Life and Learning
at OLOW and provide you with a hands on opportunity to look at the learning in each grade. Please
put this date in your diaries.
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“To act justly, To love tenderly and To walk humbly with our God”

OUR LADY OF THE WAY MISSION STATEMENT
At Our Lady of the Way we are a Catholic community setting the foundations for lifelong learning.
We aim to provide students with a positive learning environment allowing them to develop the
knowledge, skills and values to contribute positively to the world beyond school by
living respectfully, acting responsibly and learning together.
A Student's Prayer at the Beginning of School Year
We give you praise, O God, for everything that is new and beautiful,
for everything which holds promise and brings us joy.
Bless us as we start this new year with our friends and teachers.
Help us to make the most of every chance we have to start afresh.
May we show love to one another and to all.
May the new beginning of this school year remind us that you give us chances
to start over again and again. Help us to forgive others as we receive your
forgiveness.
Help us to learn and to work together.
Help us to listen when we should and to know the best words when we speak
and when it is better not to speak. We thank you for our friends. Help us to be
good friends this year.
Help us to be patient with ourselves and with others.
Bless our school and keep us safe. Be with us as we travel each day.
Help us to be aware of your love shown to us in the people around us.
Bless all those who care for us in school and at home.
Help us show our care for them and to say sorry when we need to.
May the Blessed Mother Mary protect us And help us to live as well as we can
Giving thanks and glory to God as she did.
Amen
LIFE AND LEARNING @ OLOW

You will have noticed new signs around OLOW that outline our Expectations and Agreed behaviour for
all members of our community - students, teachers, parents and parish.
The statements “We Live Respectfully, We Act Responsibly and We Learn Together” are known
as our school expectations in all areas of the school. The dot points below each expectation are our
agreed behaviours in all areas. Each grade is explicitly introducing and teaching each expected
behaviour over the next few weeks. Our students are also earning tokens to contribute to a class jar
and are striving as a group to earn community reward time. We would encourage you to talk with your
children about the introduction of these and how, as a family, you can support this too.

2020 STAFFING
Kinder

Carly EEKMAN

Rebecca BLAZEK

Jessica PRIOR

Year 1

Lauren HAMILTON

Angela CALDERWOOD

Therese COUTINHO

Year 2

Anne-Maree MCKEON

Sofia COLLINS

Rebecca KAKOSCHKE

Year 3

Carole DAY

Gina STORR

Jennifer HENSEN

Year 4

Jo THOMAS

Patricia SCOTT

Sharon TAYLOR

Year 5

Melissa VIERA

Megan VELLA

Kylie RIX

Year 6

Tara CREMEN

Bernadette CURRY

EMU

Michele GLYNN

Linda FLANAGAN

Reading Recovery

Michele GLYNN

Diversity

Linda FLANAGAN

Japanese RFF

Kate SCHAFER

Music RFF

Elizabeth MCGREGOR

Learning Support Officers

Rochelle MASON
Anne MATHISON
Kayla BREMNER

Library

Susan MASTERS

Office

Julie IRVINE

Wellbeing

Rebecca KAKOSCHKE

Maintenance

Mathew SHARP

IT Trainee

TBA

Emma MIZZI

Donna McFADZEAN

Lisa McCLAFFERTY
Jade NIXON
Kelly WALLINGTON

Belinda REYNOLDS
Maree RYAN

Pascale VION

Sarah ZARLENGA

School Counsellor

Jessica AUSTIN

2020 Leadership Team
Principal

Donna McFADZEAN

Assistant Principal

Emma MIZZI

Religious Education Coordinator

Carole DAY

Diversity Leader

Linda FLANAGAN

Learning Leader

Bernadette CURRY

Please be aware that this year at OLOW, to align with our past procedures, each grade is in one
class group. Above is a table of the grade teachers. Please feel free to contact any of the teachers to
discuss anything about your child.

GENERAL NEWS
SCHOOL PHOTO DAY
The official school photo day for 2020 will be Friday 3rd April. As this
date is later in the term, please be aware that official ID photos will be
taken on Tuesday 11th February to update our official records.
HOW WE COMMUNICATE AT OLOW
As we commence a new school year, it is always good to remind ourselves of how we communicate at
OLOW.
• We believe in being able to regularly celebrate learning and achievements. This is done through
our school Facebook page and at our Friday afternoon assembly held at 2:30pm under the
COLA.
• For all information and notes we use Skoolbag. We believe as stewards of God’s creation that
we have a responsibility to minimise the use of paper wherever possible. Please ensure you
have downloaded the OLOW Skoolbag app and have joined the appropriate class groups so
that you receive all relevant information.
• We value open and honest communication between home and school. If you have any concerns
or questions please contact your classroom teachers as a first step. An appointment can be
made by ringing or emailing the office, writing a note directly to the teachers with some possible
times or by completing the request on Skoolbag. Please note that we have staff meetings on
Wednesday afternoons and Thursday mornings and staff prayer every alternate Friday morning
(odd weeks of the school term). Following this communication and if required, as a second step
you can make contact with the stage leaders (Mrs Flanagan for K-2, Mrs Day for Years 3 & 4
and Miss Mizzi for Years 5 & 6). The next step would be to make contact with Miss Mizzi as the
Assistant Principal or Mrs McFadzean as Principal. Please be aware that teachers may not be
able to get back to you within the same day.
KEY DATES FOR TERM 1
You will find a page outline all the key dates for the term thus far. The parent calendar is kept up to
date and can be found via our website.
Catholic Schools Week: Key dates and events
• Sunday 1st March - 9:30am Parish FAMILY Mass - Our community is invited to join our
parish in celebrating the start of Catholic Schools Week at Parish mass, followed by morning
tea. There will also be tours of the school for existing families, parishioners and prospective
families. Catholic Schools Week signifies the start of the enrolment period for 2021.
• Monday 2nd March - 8:45am Catholic Schools Week Prayer followed by celebrations of
learning in our classrooms.
• Wednesday 4th March o 10am Open school for new and prospective families
o 6:30pm Parent Information Evening
• Friday 6th March - 2pm Games afternoon - families and friends invited to join in the fun

AFTERNOON DISMISSAL PROCEDURE
Last year there were new dismissal procedures put in place to help with a quick exit at the end of the
day and to ensure the teachers knew that the children were going home safely. Below is a reminder
of those procedures and where to pick up each grade. Thank you for your cooperation.
School gates will be opened at 2:50pm. Students will be brought out by their classroom teachers at or
just before the bell and will line up in designated spaces (see table below). Parents are asked to wait
on the astro turf or on the concrete by the Remembrance Wall and Garden (wherever is closest to your
child's class). Once the bell rings at 2:55pm, students will be dismissed in the following order:
1. Students catching a bus
2. Students attending After School Care
3. Students walking or riding home
4. From this point, students will be looking for the parents/carers. Once they see them, the student
is to inform the class teacher who will ensure they can see the person collecting the student
before sending them off. Teachers have a duty of care to ensure that all students leave the
school safely.
CLASS

LINING UP AREA

PARENT/CARER WAITING AREA

Kindergarten

Concrete lining up area under shelter
near Kindergarten

On the concrete by the office

Year 1

Under the COLA

On the concrete by the remembrance
wall and garden

Year 2

Under the Shade cloth

On the Astroturf

Year 3

Under the Shade cloth

On the Astroturf

Year 4

Under the verandah outside Year
2/Library

On the concrete by the remembrance
wall and garden

Year 5

By the Year 5 Stairs

On the concrete by the remembrance
wall and garden

Year 6

Under the verandah outside the Library

On the concrete by the remembrance
wall and garden

2020 Term 1 Dates
WEEK

DATE

EVENT

3

Wednesday 12th
February
9:15am

Opening School Mass + Commissioning of Year 6 Leaders and
Student Representative Council

Tuesday 11th February

National Safer Internet Day

Tuesday 18th February

Nepean Zone Swimming Carnival @ Glenbrook pools

Friday 21st February
5:30 - 7:30 pm

OLOW Family Fun Night

Tuesday 25th February
12:20pm Years 3-6
1:55pm Years K-2

Brainstorm Show: The H Team
Wellbeing and anti-bullying show

Wednesday 26th
February

Ash Wednesday
3-6 attending Parish Mass @ 9:15am
K-2 Liturgy in the Church @ 11:30am

4

5

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK

6

Sunday 1st March
9:30am

Parish Family Mass - all families invited to celebrate the start of
Catholic Schools Week.

10:30am

Morning tea following Mass and School Tour for parish, existing and
prospective families

Monday 2nd March
8:45am

Catholic Schools Week Prayer at Assembly followed by celebrations of
learning in the classrooms

Tuesday 3rd March

Year 6 GRIP Leadership Day at Homebush
Year 3 Minibeasts Incursion

Wednesday 4th March
10am

8
9

Open Morning for new families and local preschool directors

6:30pm

OLOW Parent Information Night Life and Learning @ OLOW

Thursday 5th March

Year 5 and 6 Fizzics Incursion

Friday 6th March 2pm

Games Afternoon - Parents and families invited to join the children in
games at OLOW

Friday 20th March

National Bullying No Way Day

Tuesday 24th March

Cross Country - Years 2-6

Thursday 26th March

Japanese students arrive

10

Tuesday 31st March

Japanese students depart

Wednesday 1st April
7:30pm

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Friday 3rd April

School Photo Day

11

Holy Week - details still to come
Thursday 9th April

Final Day of Term 1

Friday 10th April

Good Friday

Term 2

Monday 27th April

Staff Development Day

Week
1

Tuesday 28th April

Students return for Term 2

Wednesday 29th April
/
Thursday 30th April

Year 4 CARES Program

Thursday 20th April Friday 1st May

Year 6 Canberra Overnight Excursion

