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“To act justly, To love tenderly and To walk humbly with our God” 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

23rd July 2015 
 

DIARY DATES 
 

 

Friday 24 July 
Year 3 Gold Reconciliation 

 

Sat 25/Sun 26 July 
Confirmation Lesson 

 

Mon 27 July 
Year 4 visit CARES 

 

Tuesday 28 July 
Year 4 visit CARES 

 

Year 6 PD Night for 
Parents and Students  

 

Friday 31 July 
Camp Quality Cancer 

Puppet Show & Mufti Day 
 

Sat 1/Sun 2 August 
Confirmation Lesson 

 

Tuesday 4 August 
Year 6 Graduation Photo 

 

Year 5 PD Night for 
Parents and Students 

 

Friday 7 August 
St Mary of the Cross 
MacKillop Feast Day  

 

Primary Zone Athletics 
 

Sat 8/Sun 9 August 
Confirmation Lesson 

 

Wednesday 12 August 
Year 2 Excursion 

 

Friday 14 August 
Confirmation 

 

Wednesday 19 August 
VOY Cluster Final  

Friday 21 August 
Parish Mass - K & Yr 5 

 

Fri 21 – Thurs 27 August 
Bookweek 

 

National Literacy & 
Numeracy Week 

 

Tuesday 25 August 
St Nic’s Netball Gala Day 

 

Friday 28 August 
Staff Development Day 

PUPIL FREE DAY! 
 

Tuesday 1 September 
P & F Meeting, 7.30pm 

 

Thursday 3 September 
Fathers’ Day Stall 

 

Friday 4 September 
Fathers’ Day Breakfast & 

Prayer Celebration 
 

Celebration of Learning 
 

Learn-a-Thon 

 

Dear Parents, Carers, Students & Friends, 
 

A warm welcome back to Term 3! The children have happily returned to 
school and have been excited to be reunited with their friends and teachers. 
I would like to congratulate all the children for their positive and resilient 
attitude to learning, and also the OLOW staff for their ongoing dedication 
to providing excellent teaching programs for your children. I am very proud of you all.  
 
As we commence our new term together, let us pray for God’s blessings and ask him to 
look over us with care.  
 

Lord God,  
At the beginning of this new term teach us 
to be your hands and feet where we are; 
At the beginning of this new term teach us 
to love as you love us; 
At the beginning of this new term teach us 
to pray for those in need; 
So that You are honoured and glorified. 
Amen  

 
God Bless  
Mrs. Sue Veling  

Principal 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR AWARD RECIPIENTS FOR TERM 2 WEEK 10 & TERM 3 WEEK 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Emma Lohan, Kate Budge, Jack Brown, Finbar Cullen, Kieran Smith, Cohen Borg, Mack 
Boormakin, Lara Roser, Jasmine Vanegas, Caleb Vanegas, Lily Fowler, Jacob Thompson, 
Tyler Clifford, Madeline Renny, Alyssa Eekman, Nicholas James, Thomas Reeks, Cruz 
Vilar, Sophia Torresan, Dieter Erdmann, Isaac Steele, Ethan Knott, Sam Reidy, Kaitlyn 
Stewart, Addison Riley, Jake Hoy-Wilson, Isabelle Roots, Ayden Pusko, Ellie Moore, 
Jason Andrews, Bailey Latham, Keegan Smith, Sammie Emerton. 
 

 

 

MASS TIMES:  Saturday Vigil 6.00pm, Sunday 8.00am and 9.30am.  All welcome! 
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READING RECOVERY CONGRATULATIONS 
Congratulations to our three Reading Recovery graduates, Aidan Callaghan, Maya 
Deacon-Chilmaid and Hunter Grima, who successfully completed the program; and to 
their wonderful tutors Mrs Curry and Mrs Hensen.  
 

PUPIL FREE DAY - STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAY for TERM 3 
Our Term 3 staff development day will be on Friday 28 August. This will be a pupil free 
day. 
 

FREE MULCH 
We have loads of mulch after we cut down four trees. If you would like any mulch for your garden, feel free to take some. 
The mulch piles can be found on the back playground. Access is available 24/7. 
 

PASTORAL CARE 
Our sympathy goes out to Olivia' Boulous (Year 5) at the passing of her Great Grandfather, Joe Boulous, in the holidays. 
May he rest in peace.  Let us keep all our family and relatives who have died in our prayers, so their memories will live on 
with us forever. 
 

FATHERS’ DAY BREAKFAST AND PRAYER - KEEP THIS DATE FREE 
Our Father’s Day breakfast and prayer is on Friday 4 September. Come join us for cereal, toast and a breakfast BBQ. The 
BBQ opens from 8am and you will be served by the beautiful OLOW staff. Dads & father figures - this is a great time to 
have breakfast with your children! 
 

Our Father’s Day stall will be held on Thursday 3 September. 
 

GRANT 
The Our Lady of the Way School Parents and Friends Association in conjunction with the school community, would like to 
acknowledge and thank the Department of Veterans Affairs for approving a $4000 ‘Saluting Their Services Grant’ towards 
the construction of our ANZAC Remembrance Wall. 
 

GRANDPARENTS’ DAY AND BOOK FAIR 
Our annual Grandparents’ Day Celebration will be held on Thursday 17th September 
commencing with Mass at 9:15am. This will be followed by morning tea for parents and 
grandparents, a special performance from our students, followed by open classrooms. At 
around 1pm there will be a picnic lunch, sausage sizzle and a family photo booth.  
 
We will also be having a Book Fair, where we encourage Grandparents to purchase a book 
and donate it to our library, or purchase a book for their grandchildren. More information will 
be sent home shortly. 

 
WOOLWORTHS EARN & LEARN 2015  
This year we will be participating in the Woolworths Earn & Learn program. Through this program we will be able to get new 
educational resources for our school – and all we need you to do is shop for your groceries at Woolworths.  
 

From Wednesday 15th July to Tuesday 8th September, we are collecting Woolworths Earn & 
Learn Stickers. You will get one Woolworths Earn & Learn Sticker for every $10 spent 
(excluding liquor, tobacco and gift cards).  
 

Place the Woolworths Earn & Learn Sticker onto a Woolworths Earn & Learn Sticker Sheet and 
when it’s complete, the Sticker Sheet can be dropped into the Collection Box here at the school 
in the office OR just send in the stickers to the office. 
 

At the end of the promotion, we’ll be able to get some great new equipment. The range is extensive and offers lots of items 
ideal for our students – including resources for Maths, English, Science and some fantastic fun supplies for Arts & Craft, 
Sport and for our library.  

 
PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE  
Every child at OLOW has completed the Premier’s Reading Challenge. Thanks to the hard work of Mrs Masters and the 
grade teacher, each child has been able to read books from the Premier’s list. This is a wonderful achievement. 
Congratulations to every student for completing the Challenge and enjoying all those wonderful stories!  

 
 



CAMP QUALITY PUPPET SHOW INVITATION 

 
 
CANCER COUNCIL MUFTI DAY 
On Friday 31st July, along with a visit from Camp Quality, we will be having a mufti day to raise money for the Cancer 
Council, NSW. Our Lady of the Way has a number of families affected by cancer and we would like to show our support 
through a donation from our school to this important organisation, as they endeavour to find a cure for cancer.  
The children are asked to wear yellow or pink accessories and/or items of clothing and to bring a gold coin donation.  
Thank you for your support. 
 
CHILD PROTECTION  
A reminder for parents who are required to ‘UPDATE’ their child protection and for ‘NEW’ parents to the school. It is a 
Diocesan requirement that parents who volunteer at school must complete the Child Protection Module ONLINE. This 
training is available online at: http://childprotection.parra.catholic.edu.au/training and MUST be completed every two years. 
This is the new link as of July 2014. All parents must have completed the above prior to helping in the classroom, on 
excursions, sport days, uniform shop or any help around the school. 
 

http://childprotection.parra.catholic.edu.au/training


COLLECTION OF DATA  
Across the Diocese of Parramatta, all staff have been working together to clarify the standards for Education under the 
Disability Discrimination Act and our response within each school environment. The Catholic Education Commission has 
taken an active role in collecting information across Australia and their central aim is to help each child “to experience their 
possibilities”. Please see information sheet below:  ‘Nationally Consistent Collection of Data – School Students with 
Disabilities” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2015 information for parents and carers 
 

WHAT IS THE NATIONAL DATA COLLECTION? 
The Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with Disability (the national data collection) is an annual collection that 
counts the number of school students with disability and the level of reasonable educational adjustment they are provided with.  
The national data collection will count students who have been identified as receiving an adjustment to address a disability under the 
Disability Discrimination Act 1992 (the DDA). The DDA can be accessed from the ComLaw website at www.comlaw.gov.au. 

 

WHAT IS THE BENEFIT FOR MY CHILD? 
The aim of the national data collection is to collect better information about school students with disability in Australia. 
This information will help teachers, principals, education authorities and families to better support students with disability to take part in 
school on the same basis as students without disability.  
The national data collection is an opportunity for schools to review their learning and support systems and processes to continually 
improve education outcomes for their students with disability. 

 

WHY IS THIS DATA BEING COLLECTED? 
All schools across Australia collect information about students with disability. But the type of information currently collected varies 
between each state and territory and across government, Catholic and independent school sectors.  
When implementing the national data collection, every school in Australia will use the same method to collect information. Therefore, a 
government school in suburban Sydney will collect and report data in the same way as a Catholic school in country Victoria and an 
independent school in the Northern Territory.  
The information provided through the national data collection will enable all Australian governments to better target support and 
resources to benefit students with disability. The data will help schools to better support students with disability so that they have the 
same opportunities for a high quality education as students without disability. 

 

WHAT ARE SCHOOLS REQUIRED TO DO FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITY? 
All students are entitled to a quality learning experience at school. 
Schools are required to make reasonable adjustments, where needed, to assist students with disability to access and participate in 
education free from discrimination and on the same basis as other students.  
These responsibilities are outlined in the DDA and the Disability Standards for Education 2005 (the Standards). The Standards require 
educators, students, parents and others (e.g. allied health professionals) to work together so that students with disability can participate 
in education. 
The Standards can be accessed via the ComLaw website at www.comlaw.gov.au. 

 

WHAT IS A REASONABLE ADJUSTMENT? 
A reasonable adjustment is a measure or action taken to help a student with disability access and participate in education on the same 
basis as students without disability. Reasonable adjustments can be made across the whole school setting (e.g. ramps into school 
buildings), in the classroom (such as adapting class lessons) and at an individual student level (e.g. extra tuition for a student with 
learning difficulties).  

 

WHAT INFORMATION WILL BE COLLECTED? 
Every year your child’s school will collect the following information for each student with a disability:  

 the student’s level of education (i.e. primary or secondary) 

 the student’s level of adjustment 

 the student’s broad type of disability. 

The information collected by schools will be provided to all governments to inform policy and programme improvement for students with 
disability.  

http://www.comlaw.gov.au/
http://www.comlaw.gov.au/


WHO WILL BE INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL DATA COLLECTION? 
The definition of disability for the national data collection is based on the broad definition under the DDA.  
For the purposes of the national data collection, students with learning difficulties such as dyslexia or auditory processing disorder as 
well as chronic health conditions like epilepsy, diabetes or asthma, that require active monitoring by the school, may be included. 

 

Who will collect information FOR THE NATIONAL DATA COLLECTION? 
Teachers and school staff will identify the number of students with disability in their school and the level of reasonable adjustment they 
are provided based on: 

 consultation with parents and carers in the course of determining and providing reasonable adjustments 

 the school team’s observations and professional judgements 

 any medical or other professional diagnosis 

 other relevant information. 

School principals are responsible for ensuring the information identified about each student is accurate. 

HOW WILL MY CHILD’S PRIVACY BE PROTECTED? 
Protecting the privacy and confidentiality of all students and their families is essential. Personal details such as student names or other 
identifying information will not be provided to local or federal education authorities. 
Further information about privacy is available from www.education.gov.au/notices.   

 

IS THE NATIONAL DATA COLLECTION COMPULSORY? 
All education ministers agreed to full implementation of the national data collection from 2015. This means that all schools must now 
collect and report information annually on the number of students with disability in their care and the level of adjustment provided to 
them.  
Information about the arrangements that may apply to your school in relation to this data collection is available from your child’s school 
principal and the relevant education authority or association of impendent schools. 
Even if your child’s information is not included in the national data collection, the school is still required to provide support to your child 
with education needs. 

 
FURTHER INFORMATION 
Contact your child’s school if you have further questions about the Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with 
Disability and how it may involve your child. 
You can also visit www.education.gov.au/nationally-consistent-collection-data-school-students-disability. 
An e-learning resource about the Disability Standards for Education 2005 is freely available for the use of individuals, families and 
communities at http://resource.dse.theeducationinstitute.edu.au/. 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
 

 
Pyjama Day – St. Vincent de Paul Winter Appeal: 
 

 
Thank you to all the families who helped to support our Pyjama Day for the St. Vincent de Paul 
Winter Appeal. We raised a fantastic $501. It was wonderful to see so many of the children 
taking part in the day.  We loved seeing so many gorgeous ‘onesies’. 
 
 
 

 
Penrith Community Kitchen: 
 
Yesterday the Social Justice Team helped to deliver donations 
to the Penrith Community Kitchen. The students have shared 
their thoughts. 
 
On Wednesday the social justice team went to the Penrith 
Community Kitchen. I was amazed by the work that the 
Penrith Community Kitchen do and I am very thankful for 
the great work they do. At the kitchen they are very nice 
people and the voluntary work they do is amazing. 

Sophie 

 
 

http://www.education.gov.au/notices
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On Wednesday we went to Penrith Community Kitchen and we met some lovely 
ladies. They were very nice and they let us have a look around. Some of the 
areas were small, but some were big too. There was a lot of food and the food 
smelt really good. The lady’s name was Cathy and she was very nice. 
Jasmine 
 
Yesterday the Social Justice Team went to Penrith Community Kitchen. We met 
some very nice ladies and one lovely lady, named Cathy. She showed us around 
the place and let us take some photos. The ladies were very proud of us and they 
also said that we might do something like this when we’re older because we’re 
learning at this age. The voluntary work they do is incredible! 
Nadeesha 
 
The Social Justice team went to the Penrith Community Kitchen. It was a real pleasure to help at the 
community kitchen. I am very glad that people are being noticed and are getting food. I am happy that OLOW 
is giving food to the Penrith Community Kitchen. Their work was amazing, especially since they weren’t getting 
money. 
Anne 
 
On Wednesday we went to Penrith Community Kitchen and I learnt it has been operating for 16 year and still 
going strong. We went there and met three lovely ladies and they have been working there for many years. It 
was fun to go there and to have the experience of seeing them cook and help.  
William 
 
At Penrith Community Kitchen it was a beautiful day having people come to help others in need and also 
caring for others in need. Talking to Cathy was another delightful thing to have done. She really enjoys her 
work, gives food and takes pride in her work. It was incredible how she helps others out and how she takes 
care of others. It was also great how all the ladies helped out others without being paid. They are all wonderful 
ladies and I would love them to work with me one day. 
Shanice 

 

 

It was a wonderful experience for me and the Social Justice Team to see how all of those ladies give up their 
time to cook for the poor and homeless. It inspires me to do something for the poor.  
Bailey 
 
At the Penrith Community Kitchen I met a lady named Cathy and she said that she’s been working in the 
Penrith Community Kitchen for 22 years. 
Adriana 

 
 
Carole Day 
Religious Education Coordinator 

 
 



OLOWCURRICULUMSPOT 

Brain Based Learning 
Brain Based Learning or Education is the engagement of strategies based on how our brain works. It means that we can 
provide and give the best possible learning opportunities for each stage of a child’s developing brain. Many believe that 
learning is all about achieving excellence in reading, writing and getting A’s at school. However, to learn these skills, we 
may need to set a benchmark that our children must reach so that they can get ready to receive the necessary academic 
and extra-curricular skills.  

The basic aspect of brain-based learning is linked to the basic structure of the brain and how it is connected or related to 
every possible domain of development, whether they are educational or creative. You may need to supply or develop 
suitable conditions early in the developmental stages of a child’s life that eventually lead to a big window of opportunity.  

Brain based learning is a lifelong process of utilising the most natural parameters of the brain and its natural choices or 
opportunities. To assist us in our understanding of Brain Based learning the following need to be considered: 

Social Skills:  

 Making our children learn to be at ease with themselves and with others as well.  
 Training them to interact and mix with other people in an easy going and sociable manner. 
 Making them learn and understand the importance of contributing their time to socially important activities.  
 Teaching our children the critical importance of communicating their emotions and feelings. 
 Helping them to be friendly with other children. 
 Train them to respect their time and how to allocate the available time for productive activities.  

Occupational Skills: 

 Training children to make them understand the basic relationship between what they learn today and how they can 
apply what they have learned to all future endeavours. 

 Teaching specific skills and techniques that help them succeed in their life.  
 Helping them build self-image, confidence and will power to get success in professional life.  
 Training our children to identify opportunities and pursue them to reach important goals.  

Intellectual Skills:  

 Develop the character of self-initiation and self-actualisation to carry out all their assigned tasks and various 
activities. 

 Teaching the power of listening and observation. 
 Helping them to develop the skills of learning through experiences. 

Emotional Skills: 

 Training our children in the art of positive thinking. 
 Making them understand the feelings and expressions of others and respect them. 
 Help them cope and face stressful situations with courage. 
 Teaching them the character of expectancy, optimism and vision. 
 Teaching them to take responsibility for their own actions and behaviours.  

Brain based learning or education is a subtle mix of various parameters and attributes that gel together to make our children 
develop intellectual, academic, professional and personal skills. 

 
Please contact me at mmifsud@parra.catholic.edu.au if you have any questions relating to the OLOWCURRICULUMSPOT. 

 

                     Cheers 

Michael 
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LEARNING NEWS 
 

 
 

OLOW Learn-a-thon  

 
On 4th September OLOW will be holding a Learn-a-thon. The Learn-a-thon is our major fundraiser for the year 
and it promises to be a rich, fun and engaging learning experience for everyone involved. The students will be 
grouped with other students in teams from Kindergarten to Year 6. Lots of prizes will be on offer for grades, 
families and also individuals. Every $10.00 raised will go into the draw for lots of great prizes. 
 
The students will participate in a variety of learning activities throughout the day. These activities will relate to 
our Key Learning Areas as well as other games and activities. The children will rotate through the teacher and 
parent led activities throughout the day. They will have a passport stamped at the conclusion of each activity. 
The Passport will be proof that they have completed the Learn-a-thon activities so that the money promised 
can be collect from their sponsors. 
 
The money raised from the Learn-a-thon will go towards purchasing extra WAPS (wireless access point - a 

device that allows wireless devices to connect to a wired network using Wi-Fi) for our school. Our diocese is currently 
undergoing a major ICT infrastructure overhaul. This includes changes in terms of much needed faster internet 
speeds. All monies raised will supplement the costs for the extra WAPS needed to service our school and its 
many electronic devices. 
 
Information relating to our major fundraiser of the year will be  
distributed over the next few weeks.  So please get behind our 
school as we aim to raise: 
 

$20 000 
 
If you have a skill you wish to share with the students on our Learn-a-thon day please contact me at 
mmifsud@parra.catholic.edu.au  
 
Thanking you for your cooperation  
Michael 
 

GENERAL NEWS 
 

 
CONGRATULATIONS 
Look out for Amber Dempsey (year 6) and Lara Sullivan (year 5) who will be performing in the 
opening ceremony of the Netball World Cup on Friday 7th August! 
 

 
 
HEART SMART 
Here are some healthy heart food tips: 

 use margarine spreads instead of butter 

 choose reduced-fat milk (2% fat or less) for children two years and over 

 have fish at least twice a week 

 snack on fresh fruit 

 don’t add salt to cooking or at the table 

 enjoy a variety of foods especially fruits,  

 vegetables, breads and cereals. 
  



PHOTOGRAPHS AND VIDEOS 
At times during the year, Our Lady of the Way students have the opportunity to be photographed and videoed. These 
photos and videos may be used as part of grade assessments, be uploaded to the school Facebook page, Twitter, 
Skoolbag etc, the school website or placed in school publications such as the Parent Handbook. Photographs may also be 
used in publications to promote the school in newspapers and other media.  
 
When you enrolled your child, you gave us permission to do this. If you wish to withdraw this authorisation and consent, 
please notify the school in writing. 

 

REMINDER FOR FAMILIES 
If, at any time, you find that you have a concern with the school, you 
are encouraged to come to the school and speak with the Teacher/s, 
Assistant Principal and/or Principal, to find a resolution for your 
concern. 
 
It is our aim to work with all members of our school community to 
ensure that we do the very best we can to provide a productive, safe 
and enjoyable learning experience for our students and professionally 
fulfilling experience of our staff. 
 
If you would like to raise a concern formally, the Catholic Education 
Office has procedures for ensuring that complaints are handled fairly.  
Information about how to lodge a complaint and a complaint form are 
available from the school office or in the Complaint Handling Policy 
and Procedures.  These documents can be accessed on the school 
website:  http://www.olowemuplains.catholic.edu.au/ or system 
website:  www.parra.catholic.edu.au. 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

 
Seminar – Understanding Family Law – Two Sessions 
CCSS Solo Parent Services are holding two sessions for our Seminar on “Understanding Family Law”.  The seminars on the 
following dates will cover the topics below: 
Wednesday 22nd July – Understanding the  Family Law Act – Focus on Divorce/Separation and Children’s needs.  
Wednesday 12th August – Understanding the Family Law Act – Focus on Settlements/Property. 
Venue for both Seminars: DAC, 1-5 Marion St Blacktown Time: 7.30pm – 9.30pm Cost: $7.00 per session 

Registration Essential: Solo Parent Services - Eileen or Rita - PH: 9933 0205 
EMAIL: soloparentservices@ccss.org.au 

  
Younger Widowed Support Group 
Held on the 3rd Tuesday of each month for anyone who at a younger age has suffered the death of their spouse or partner.  This 
is aimed for people under 55 with or without children. 
Next Gathering: Tuesday 21st July. Time: 7pm – 9pm Venue: CCSS Centre, 51-59 Allawah St, 

Blacktown Cost: $5.00 Details: Solo Parent Services - Eileen or Rita - PH: 9933 
0205 EMAIL:soloparentservices@ccss.org.au 
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