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“To act justly, To love tenderly and To walk humbly with our God” 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

8th February 2018 
 

DIARY DATES 
 

Friday 9 February 

Family Picnic, 
6.00pm 

 

Monday 12 February 

Opening School 
Mass, 9.15am 

 

Mon 12 – Fri 23 
February 

Parent Teacher 
Student 

Conferences 
 

Tuesday 20 February 

Zone Swimming 
 

Thursday 22 February 

Kindergarten Parent 
Information Evening, 

7pm 
 

Friday 23 February 

Diocesan Swimming 
Carnival 

 

Monday 5 March 

Catholic Schools 
Week begins 

 

Celebrations of 
Learning 

9.15-10.15am 
 

Wednesday 7 March 

Year 6 GRIP 
Leadership Day 

 

Friday 9 March 

Games Afternoon 
 

Wednesday 14 March 

Open Morning for 
Future OLOW 

Parents 
 

Thursday 15 March 

Munch & Crunch run 
by Kinder 

 

Saturday 17 March 

St Patrick’s Day 
 

Sun 25–Thurs 29 March 

Japanese Students 
at OLOW 

 

Thursday 29 March 

Holy Thursday 
 

Friday 30 March 

Good Friday 
PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

 

Sunday 1 April 

Easter Sunday 
 

Monday 2 April 

Easter Monday 
PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

Dear Parents, Carers, Students & Friends, 
 

Welcome to our first newsletter of ‘By the Way’ for 2018 and a 
new year of living, loving and learning in Christ. As we begin 
this year, the parish community welcomes our new families 
and staff who are joining our school this year. I wish them a 
rewarding and fulfilling experience at Our Lady of the Way.  

53 of our newest and youngest members of the community began 
school last week. Their happy faces and excitement bubbled over as they 
walked through the gates carrying their school bags and wearing their 
hats with such pride. The children settled into the school routine very 
quickly and they have embraced the learning agenda like a fish to water. 
Well done to our Kindergarten students.  

As we embark on a new year let us be challenged to use our special gifts 
to:  

 Laugh often at the joys of life  

 Pray daily, giving thanks for what we have received  

 Never turn away someone in need  

 Continue to read and learn throughout life  

 Pass on the stories of history and life with those we love  

 Take time to enjoy God’s creation through gardening, bushwalks, 
ocean swims  

 And of course...always be ready to greet someone, shake hands 
and smile!  

 

May 2018 be a year of fulfilment and joy for our community as we walk 
humbly with our God. Be secure in the belief that we will continue to 
build God’s kingdom here at Our Lady of the Way.  

God Bless,  

Mrs. Sue Veling  
Principal  

  

MASS TIMES:  Saturday Vigil 6.00pm, Sunday 8.00am and 9.30am.  All welcome! 
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OUR LADY OF THE WAY MISSION STATEMENT

 
Our Lady of the Way is a Catholic community in which children, teachers 

and parents nurture a sense of personal worth as they work together in a 
safe, happy, challenging and faith-centred learning environment.

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR AWARD RECIPIENTS FOR TERM 1 WEEK 1  

 

 

Zoe Chang, Audrey Edwards, Isabella 
Rampono, Max Thompson, Trinity 
Callaghan, Oliver Scott, Tyra Footman, 
Wayde Race, Ronan Cullen, Zak Roach, 
William Drummond, Cruz Vilar, Jacob 
Bennett, Noah Downey, Dominic Vella, 
Ella Keigan, Lachlan Stewart, Harrison 
Bennett, Lily Callaghan, Justin Bailie. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
OPENING SCHOOL MASS  
Our Opening School Mass will be held on Monday 12th February at 9:15am. Everyone is welcome to joins us as 
we celebrate the coming year and welcome our new staff and students and commission our new school leaders 
and SRC members.  
 
PARENT- TEACHER- STUDENT- CONFERENCES FOR YEARS 1-6  
The formation of a positive school and home relationship is important for your child’s well-being and 
development. With this in mind, Our Lady of the Way will begin the year with individual Parent-Teacher-
Student-Conferences in Weeks 3 & 4. These conferences are compulsory and we ask all parents and students to 
attend so learning goals can be presented for each child.  
 
These conferences will occur for students in Year 1-6 in Weeks 3 & 4 between Monday 12 February and Friday 
23 February. The online booking system is now open for booking and will close on Wednesday 14th Feb at 7pm. 
 
MATHS ASSESSMENT INTERVIEW  
Thank you to all parents who brought their children in last week to complete their one-on-one Mathematics 
assessment. This is a time-consuming process and very difficult to complete during school hours. The 
information gathered is invaluable in getting to know your child’s level of competency in counting, place value, 
addition & subtraction and multiplication & division by using an interview process rather than a standardised 
test under test conditions.  
 
A big thankyou to the staff who have given up two of their Staff Development Days to complete this task. For 
those students who missed out, teachers will need to complete the assessment within the next two weeks.  
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PARENT INFORMATION NIGHT FOR KINDERGARTEN  
A meeting for Kindergarten parents will take place on Thursday 22nd February at 7pm in the Kindergarten 
classrooms. This meeting will fill parents in on the learning, routines and everyday running of Kinder. We 
encourage you to come along and join us, even if you have attended in the past.  
 
ZONE SWIMMING TEAM 
Congratulations to the following students that have made it through to the Zone Swimming Carnival on 20th 
February at Glenbrook Swimming Pool.  
 
Milayna Brace, Georgia Cashel, Samuel Cashel, Eden Chapman, Holly Clark, Milaya Cleary, James Cremen, Akeda 
Deacon-Chilmaid, Erin Downie, Jade Elford, Lucienne Heffernan, Nicholas Heffernan, Oliver Herps, Ivy Hooke, 
Archie King, Taylor Latham, Lucie McIntosh, Isabelle Moran, Breha Pearson, Holly Penny, Carter Pereira, 
Marshall Pereira, Hakopa Raukawa, Tiare Raukawa, Marlie Robertson, Kate Roser, Cara Smith, Tianna Stansfield, 
Jake Thompson, Madeline Wade. 
 
 



CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK - CELEBRATIONS OF LEARNING 
As part of Catholic Schools Week, on Monday 5th March the classroom doors will be thrown open for 
Celebrations of Learning between 9:15-10:15am. This will be a time for the children to reflect upon their 
learning and achievements for the term and share it with their family and friends. The Celebrations of Learning 
will be an interactive time for you to join in with the learning. Come and be an active participant in a 21st 
Century classroom!  
 
On Friday 9th March between 2-2:55pm there will be a games afternoon. The OLOW community is welcome to 
join in the fun. The games may come in the form such as board games, sporting games, Maths games etc.   
 

OPEN MORNING FOR NEW PARENTS 
A dedicated OPEN MORNING for prospective parents and their children will take place at OLOW on Wednesday 
14th March between 9-10:30am. Come along, tour the school and visit our learning spaces.  Morning tea will 
be provided for parents and pre-schoolers.  
 
If you are aware of any families wishing to enrol their children please invite them to come along.  

 
PUPIL FREE DAYS FOR 2018 

In Term 1 there will be no additional pupil free days.  In Term 2 the Pupil Free Day will be on Friday 6th July. Staff 

will have their Religious Education Formation Day. In Term 3 the Pupil Free Day will be on Friday 28th 

September. The staff will be completing their CPR and First Aid training.  

 

STUDENT ATTENDANCE 2018 
At Our Lady of the Way, we continue to promote student attendance  

- EVERY LEARNER - EVERY DAY - 

Regular school attendance plays a critical role in ensuring that every student has access to the same learning 

opportunities. When students are not at school, are late to school or leave school early, they are missing out on 

so much that can impact on their future learning.  

To 7th February, Our Lady of the 
Way Attendance Level was 
93.4%  

Congratulations to every grade that reached the 

Diocesan target of 90%. We look forward to a 

healthy year where attendance is a priority for 

every family.  

Absence Explanation Note: If your child is away from school, a note explaining their absence is required within 7 

days of returning to school. If no note is received the absence is recorded as ‘unexplained’. Parents can use the 

Skoolbag app to email an absence note to school.  

 
SCHOOL PHOTOS  
The 2018 school photos are scheduled to take place on Wednesday 30th June. This year the children will wear 
their winter uniforms. Pre-paid envelopes will be sent home in Term 2.  



PARENT NEWSLETTER & CALENDAR  
All school newsletters, school events via the parent calendar and notes sent home are accessible on our 
website http://www.olowemuplains.catholic.edu.au or through the school communication app SKOOLBAG. This 
app can be downloaded on any smartphone. Our Facebook page (Our Lady of the Way School, Emu Plains) is 
also a great way to keep in touch with what is happening at school on a day-to-day basis. 

If you would like the newsletter automatically emailed to you each fortnight all you need to do is register 
through our website. Go to http://www.olowemuplains.catholic.edu.au/newsletters and enter the relevant 
details under ‘Subscribe to Our Newsletter’ at the bottom of the page.  
 
KISS AND DROP ZONE 

Thank you to everyone for helping to make the Kiss and Drop Zone in Troy Street work smoothly. We again ask 

parents and relatives who are dropping children off to:  

o Use the designated area on Troy Street; 

o Move forward towards the Church driveway until it is your turn; 

o Children should stay in the car until you reach the driveway; 

o Be patient and wait for the vehicles to move on; 

o The driver should stay in the car; 

o Children should use the kerb side door when getting out of the car 

o Please kiss your children before they get out of the car. 

Staff are on duty from 8:25am and they will open the car door and 

help your children alight.  

 TOMORROW 
  - KEEP THIS EVENING FREE –  

 FAMILY PICNIC & WATER SLIDE 
 Our welcome gathering and family picnic will take place on Friday 9th February from 6pm. The P&F have secured a 

water slide. A food and coffee cart will also be present. You are also welcome to BYO picnic.  

 

 NOTES THAT HAVE BEEN SENT HOME IN THE LAST TWO WEEKS 

 1. Invitation to the P&F Family Picnic Evening & Reminder Note 

 2. Parking Safety around the school 

 3. Information about Parent-Teacher-Student Conferences 

 4. On-Line Booking Information Note for Parent-Teacher-Student Conferences Years 1-6 

 5. Kindergarten Invitation for Parent Information Meeting 

 
CONDOLENCES 
Our condolences are offered to the Houlihan family (Amity, Bailey and Ethan) on the passing of their 
Grandfather during the holidays. 
 
Perhaps they are not the stars, but rather openings in Heaven where the love of our lost 
ones pours through and shines down upon us to let us know that they are happy. 



FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 
 

Child Development and Road safety ~ Riding bikes and scooters to school 
 

We know that road safety is so important and teaching and modelling road safety to our children is 

how they learn to stay safe and be aware when walking, riding and driving on our roads. At Our Lady 

of the Way, some students choose to ride their bikes and scooters to and from school. We 

encourage a healthy lifestyle and know that this can be a good option for some families. We also 

understand that children are more at risk than adults around traffic due their development. 
 

The OLOW policy is that students must be the age of 10 AND in Years 5 or 6. By this age, children 

have developed the ability to be more aware of their surroundings and to make clearer decisions 

that will keep them safe. To support the development of bike safety at school, Year 4 students all 

participate in the Community and Road Safety Program (C.A.R.E.S). 
 

CARES is a total road safety education program created to assist in the reduction of risk, injury and 

death for young road users. It has been specifically designed for school children in years 4 to 6, which 

is one high-risk category of road users. Year 4 will participate in this program in Week 11.  
 

This year, OLOW has developed a Riding Bike or Scooter to school Contract. This is to ensure that 

children have been made aware of how to travel safely on the roads and understand our school 

expectations. These have been sent home to interested children in Years 5 and 6 today. Please 

return them to the school office.  
 

Below is some information about child development and road safety. 

 

 



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
 
Opening School Mass: 
 

You are warmly invited to attend our Opening School Mass that we will be celebrating next Monday, 
February 12 at 9:15am. The theme of our Mass is ‘Building on Strong Foundations’. We will reflect on 
the qualities of honesty, forgiveness, peace, justice and love, which we believe are the building 
blocks of a good and faithful life.  
 

Following our Eucharistic celebration we will welcome our new community members and our Year 6 
Student Leadership Teams and Student Representative Council members will receive their badges. 
 

Ash Wednesday: 
 

On Wednesday February 14 we begin the season of Lent with Ash Wednesday. Our 
students from Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 will be attending the Parish Mass at 9:00pm. Our 
Kinder, Year 1 and Year 2 students will be sharing a liturgy together in the Church 
at 11:30am. Thank you to our Year 1 team for organising this liturgy.  
 

You are all very welcome to attend either or both of these celebrations. 
 

Project Compassion: 
 

The season of Lent marks the time of the year when our minds turn to those who need our 
compassion and love. Caritas is a social justice organisation who host the program Project 
Compassion to highlight those in our world who are in need of our support. On Ash Wednesday all 
children will receive their own Project Compassion box which they can use to save money to help 
support Project Compassion.     
 

Parish Sacramental Program: 
 

For those of you who are presenting your children for the Sacrament of Reconciliation, a reminder of 
important dates are below:  
 

Reconciliation Sacramental Program 

Parent Information Evenings Tuesday 
Thursday 
 

February 13 
February 15 

7:30pm 
7:30pm 

Enrolment Mass Saturday 
Sunday 

February 24 
February 25 
 

6:00pm 
8:00am & 9:30am 

Lessons Week 1 - Monday 
Week 2 - Monday 

March 5 
March 12 

 

Rite of Reconciliation Liturgy Wednesday March 22 7:30pm 

 

Children in Year 3 are beginning to look at the Sacrament of Reconciliation as part of their Religious 
Education program.  A note was sent home to all Year 3 students on Tuesday regarding the 
Reconciliation Program.  Students in Years 4 - 6 who wish to make their Reconciliation this year 
MUST attend the Information evening next week. 
 

 
 
 



Our Eucharist and Confirmation Sacramental Programs are as follows: 
 

Eucharist Sacramental Program 

Parent Information Evenings Wednesday 
Thursday 

May 9 
May 10 

7:30pm 
7:30pm 

Enrolment Mass Saturday 
Sunday 

May 12 
May 13 

6:00pm 
8:00am & 9:30am 

Lessons Week 1 - Monday 
Week 2 - Monday 
Week 3 - Monday 

May 21 
May 28 
June 4 

 

Rehearsal Group 1 Wednesday June 20 7:30pm 

Mass Group 1 Sunday June 24 11:30am 

Rehearsal Group 2 Wednesday June 27 7:30pm 

Mass Group 2 Sunday July 1 11:30am 
 

Confirmation Sacramental Program 

Parent Information Evenings Wednesday 
Thursday 

August 1 
August 2 

7:30pm 
7:30pm 

Enrolment Mass Saturday 
Sunday 

August 11 
August 12 

6:00pm 
8:00am & 9:30am 

Lessons Week 1 - Monday 
Week 2 - Monday 
Week 3 - Monday 

August 20 
August 27 
September 3 

 

Rehearsal Monday September 17 7:30pm 

Rite of Confirmation Mass  Wednesday September 19 7:30pm 
 

Carole Day 

Religious Education Coordinator 
 

GENERAL NEWS 
 
LOST PROPERTY 
The Bus Company has dropped off some jackets that children have left on the bus.  Please contact the 
office if your child has lost any jackets recently.  
 
UNIFORM SHOP  
Thank you to Victoria Good who is continuing to assist with our Clothing Pool.  The uniform shop will be open on Monday 
mornings from approximately 8.30am. Access to the clothing pool is limited to this time only.  
 
Alternatively, parents can complete the attached 2nd hand clothing request and once a week we will try and fill your 
request.  There are times there may not be items in the size that you require, but we will try and help as much as we can. 

The request form is attached to the end of this Newsletter and is also available on the OLOW website.  Parents just print 
the form out, fill it in and send it to the office.  
 
SCHOOL SPORTS SOCKS 
Due to delays from our supplier, there is an additional 2 week wait for delivery of our OLOW Sport Socks. We will advise 
you when they have arrived. In the meantime, children are able to wear plain white socks. 
 
 
 



GUITAR LESSONS 
Guitar lessons for beginners have started on Friday morning at 8.15am. Children interested in 
these lessons from Year 2-6 are welcome. There is no cost involved. 
 
Elizabeth McGregor 

Music Teacher  
 
RACE FOR GRACE 
Mrs Casey (Declan -Yr 3 and Oliver -Yr 1) alongside her amazing team at the Grace Ward have put together this amazing 
fundraiser to help many new born children all over NSW, ACT and surrounding Islands who need lifesaving surgery. 
 
Miss Reynolds and her family as well as many other families are gearing up to raise many for the Grace Ward at Westmead 
Children's hospital, this is something that is very close to our hearts. We will be racing for Grace, as the Grace Ward at 
Westmead Hospital is looking at raising money for much needed resources including special coya for new borns who need 
surgery. These cots cost $10,000 each and we would love any contributions either big or small to help raise much-needed 
money for the Grace ward. Go Team Molly!  
 
https://raceforgrace2018.gofundraise.com.au/page/KirstyMaree  
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CANTEEN NEWS 
 

 
 



 

 
 
 



 
 
 



2ND HAND CLOTHING REQUEST 

Please complete the form below and return to the school office or email to olow@parra.catholic.edu.au  

Please note: We are unable to guarantee all items requested are available. 

If we are able to supply items we will email you with a price and you will have 7 days to collect.  

  

Parent’s Name: _____________________________________________________________ 

Child’s Name:  _________________________________ Grade: ________________ 

Parent’s email address: _______________________________________________________ 

Item/s you are requesting: 

e.g. Boys long sleeve shirt    Size: 8 

_______________________________________________ Size: _______________ 

_______________________________________________ Size: _______________ 

_______________________________________________ Size: _______________ 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

 


